February 28, 2002

For Immediate Release

Jim Karygiannis Member of Parliament for the riding of Scarborough-Agincourt met with Foreign Affairs minister Bill Graham and Minister for International Co-operation Susan Whelan today to give them a report on his recent trip to the Pakistan /Afghanistan border at Khyber Pass.

Karygiannis who was in Pakistan on a trade mission arranged by the Canada Pakistan Business Council, visited the border to get a first hand look at the passage of aid.

Mr. Karygiannis explained to the Canadian Ministers that international aid is not getting to the affected areas in Afghanistan in large enough quantities. Conversations with officials at the border bought out the fact that on average only twenty to twenty five trucks of humanitarian aid per day were crossing the border, which is one of the main entrance points from Pakistan.

Karygiannis also pointed out to the Minister’s that there is also a need for qualified professionals to administer the aid in Afghanistan to ensure a fair and equitable distribution takes place.  Ms. Whelan the Minister for CIDA said that she is aware of the issues raised by Mr. Karygiannis and is working on a plan to allow for Afghani/Canadians to be able to take an active role in the aid and rebuilding projects for which Canada has committed some $100 million. Karygiannis will be meeting with members of the Afghani community here in Canada, in the immediate future to discuss these as well as other issues affecting the community.

“Having met with members of a variety of NGO’s  local authorities and tribal leaders it became increasingly obvious that the international community must do much more in the way of food and reconstructive aid to alleviate the suffering of the Afghani people.” Said Karygiannis.

                                                                         -30-
