Scarborough, Ontario -   Jim Karygiannis, Member of Parliament, Scarborough-Agincourt, had the opportunity in April 2002 to tour the immigration offices of the Canadian Embassy in Beijing and speak with officials about how they are managing current immigration challenges and discuss the impact of future changes to the Immigration Act.

During these talks Mr. Karygiannis was advised that as a result of the emergence of a middle class in China in the last five years and China’s membership in the WTO, there will be a dramatic increase in immigration to Canada from the PRC, compared with other regions of the South Asian Subcontinent.

“We also discussed the critical importance of the visa posts taking proactive measures in the immediate future, to address staff increases that will be required to handle the anticipated caseload volume,” said Mr. Karygiannis.  In reflecting upon these discussions I have written a letter to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, the Hon. Denis Coderre, making a number of recommendations,” he added.

The recommendations are as follows:

1. Increase in immigration staff compliment in Shanghai and Beijing to handle visitor visa applications.

2. In the next 2 to 3 years consideration should be given to processing visitor visas through our post in Chongqing.

3. In the medium to long term, the department’s staffing and service delivery plans should include facilities in Guangzhou to handle family class applications, whether they are spousal and/or parental and visitor visa
applications from the immediate region.  Currently, these applications are being facilitated in Hong Kong and Beijing.

4. The current processing time for independent applications, from the time of application submission to the interview stage is anywhere from 4 to 8 years. Serious consideration should be given to the viable means of expediting this processing period either with increased staff, or changing the processing procedures, for example, implementing a lottery system (system wide) or waiving interviews.

5. Given the challenges presented to immigration officials a few years ago, when boat loads of Chinese citizens arrived on Canadian shores claiming refugee status, more RCMP/control officers need to be in place at the posts to ensure greater quality control of documentation submitted with all visa applications.

Mr. Karygiannis said he looked forward to discussing these serious issues with the  Minister in the near future.
