3850 Finch Ave. East






Room 231, West Block

Suite 206








House of Commons

Scarborough, Ontario






Ottawa, Ontario

M1T 3T6








K1A 0A6

Tel:  (416) 321-5454







Tel:  (613) 992-4501

Fax:  (416) 321-5456







Fax:  (613) 995-1612

www.karygiannismp.com
For Immediate Release

January 2nd 2004

“Karygiannis met with the Minister of CIDA and Bam-Iran Earthquake Relief Committee of Ontario to discuss Canadian relief efforts in Iran”

Toronto, Ontario – On January 2nd, 2004, Jim Karygiannis, P.C., M.P. for Scarborough-Agincourt, met with Iranian community leaders and the Minister of CIDA to discuss how the Government of Canada can help with the efforts put forth by Bam-Iran Earthquake Relief Committee of Ontario. Officials from External Affairs and CIDA were also present at this meeting. The Minister appraised the committee with efforts that the Government of Canada is making and the measures that have been put in place.

The committee further discussed with the Minister the relief fundraising efforts, which the community is engaged in. The Minister and the Members of Parliament will continue to work with the community to make sure Canada responds to the needs of the victims.

The committee asked the Minister and the Members of Parliament present, to also arrange for follow up meetings with the Minister of External Affairs, Citizenship and Immigration and others that can help with the relief efforts in Iran.

They asked for special consideration for expedition of Immigration cases of immediate family from the affected area in order to unite with their family in Canada. It was a matter, which will be taken up with the Minister of Immigration in subsequent meetings.

“Having lived through an earthquake myself, my prayers and thoughts are with the people of Iran in this most devastating time” said Mr. Karygiannis. “On our part as a government we will do whatever we can within our means to assist the people of Iran in their efforts to rebuild their lives”

Mr. Karygiannis represents one of the most ethnically diverse ridings in Canada.  “Families are the cornerstone of our communities,” said Mr. Karygiannis. “And it is at this time that we must work with our Iranian Community in Canada to help their families in Iran”

He is encouraging residents to bring their concerns to their Member of Parliament and work with them to assist the people of Iran.
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