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February 10th, 2004

“Scarborough-Agincourt MP, holds round table dialogue on issues affecting youth in the community”

Toronto, Ontario – On February 9th, 2004, Hon. Jim Karygiannis, P.C., M.P. for Scarborough-Agincourt met with responsible and concerned individuals about the youth of the community. This group consisted of politicians, principals and vice principals of schools in the area, clergy, representatives from the school board, community and youth organizations and Toronto Police Services. There were as well amongst them, concerned parents and young people. They were all there for one reason only: to discuss a better plan for the youth of the community in making sure that they are led to the right path. 

The Vice Principal of Sir John A. Macdonald, Mr. Patrick Abtan, facilitated this discussion because of his own involvement with youth.  Participants in the round table discussion, focused on problems and proposed possible solutions. “I was encouraged by the fact that everyone who participated in this session was more than willing to come together and discuss the serious challenges facing young people in our community,” said Mr. Karygiannis. Everyone was more than eager to give their ideas and try to communicate with others as a team in order to have a clearer understanding of the problems and then suggesting resolutions to those same problems. 

A few of the recurring issues were cut backs on extra curricular activities at schools, not enough supervision, and a high rate of unemployment amongst youth. Moreover, the solutions that were common among everyone were making schools available after hours, parenting seminars, and creating job opportunities for youth and getting them involved in decision making. Mr. Karygiannis offered his assistance and agreed with the group that communication and respect are key in youth trusting their authorities to help them grow, become more educated, and provide guidance. 

There will be a follow up meeting in early March to further address these matters and develop an action plan. Mr. Karygiannis is encouraging people to consider youth issues with more depth, thought and consideration as it is a great concern to him as well. 
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